
LT. WILTON GRAY of MA ENVIRONMENTAL POLICE 
MEETS WITH NRRC 

ON MAY 7, Lt. Wilton Gray of the 
Massachusetts Environmental Police, 
met with members of the NRRC to 
speak about boating safety, boating 
registration, feeding wildlife, along with 
other topics, at the home of one of 
NRRC’s members.    

Lt. Gray answered questions and 
talked about the importance of 
knowing the laws surrounding  
recreational boating as well as 
Personal Watercraft (PWC).   

As an example, it is unlawful for any 
powered boat to operate at a rate of 
greater than 45 mph on any inland 
waters of Massachusetts, except in 
areas posted otherwise.  

Similarly, Lt. Gray explained that 
PWC’s must always operate at 
headway speed (6 mph or less) within 
150 feet of the shoreline, a water skier 
or swimmer, a boat launch, a raft/float 
or a moored or docked boat.   

Here on Neponset Reservoir, with the various islands and coves close to the shoreline, there 
are a few areas where there is less than the required 150 feet.  Below is a map, mandating 
by law, those areas where caution must be used and headway speed of 6mph or less 
maintained.   

( cont.) 
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Lt. Gray shared that the MA Environmental Police will be on Neponset Reservoir this season 
at various times to both reacquaint themselves with the lake as well as observe the 
recreational activity and wildlife that enjoy this beautiful resource.   

To help make activities on Neponset Reservoir safe and enjoyable for everyone, Lt. Gray 
suggests all boat and PWC owners take a Boat Massachusetts safety course.  The full in-
person course runs approximately 10-12 hours, generally over the course of several days, 
and is free of charge.  There is also an online course, with some in-person requirement, for 
a small fee.  You can find out more information on these course options HERE. 

Additionally, the Massachusetts Environmental Police BOAT MASSACHUSETTS handbook 
is a great little reference that outlines the rules and responsibilities of boating on waterways 
in Massachusetts.  You can order it online for just $1.99 by clicking HERE. 
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Some places on Reservoir where PWC’s must operate at 6 mph within 150’ of a shoreline               
(300’ between 2 shorelines).

https://www.mass.gov/how-to/boat-safety-certificate-course
https://bookstore.kalkomey.com/collections/boating/products/handbook-massachusetts-boating-laws-responsibilities


IS YOUR BOAT REGISTERED? 
Lt. Gray stated when they come to our lake this summer, they will be checking to see that all 
watercraft with a motor are registered and have a Certificate of Number (boat registration) 
on board.  Unpowered canoes, sailboats and kayaks are exempt from registration.   

The registration numbers must be displayed as follows: 

• Registration number must be painted, applied as a decal, or otherwise affixed on the 
forward half of each side of the vessel and-laced to be clearly visible.   

• Number must read from left to right on both sides of the vessel. 

• Number must be in at least 3 inch high, bold, BLOCK letters. 

• Number’s color must contrast sharply with its background. 

• No other number may be displayed on either side of the bow.   

• Letters must be separated from the number by two-inch spaces or hyphens: 
                             MS 3717 ZW or MS-3717-ZW 

• The validation decal must be affixed within six inches following the registration number of 
the port (left) side of the vessel. 

Read more about Boat Registration and Where to Register by clicking HERE. 

STILL HAVE REGISTRATION QUESTIONS? 

Contact the Registration and Titling Bureau by calling 617-626-1610 or by visiting  
Registration FAQ'S.  
        Thanks to Boat Massachusetts for this information. 
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https://www.mass.gov/boat-registration
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/boat-registration-faqs
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/boat-registration-faqs


ANNUAL WEED TREATMENT 
ON MAY 2, prior to performing the 
weed treatment on the lake, Water 
Resource Services out of Wilbraham, 
came onto the lake to survey the type 
of weeds that would be treated.  They 
checked approximately 150 points at 
various locations on the lake.   

Found were Fanwort, Variable Milfoil, 
Large Leaf Pondweed, Curlyleaf 
Pondweed, Macroalgae Nitella and 
Filamentous Green Algae Mats, but 
with Fanwort being the most 
dominant.  

The treatment was performed on 
May 11 by Water and Wetlands LLC 
with notices appearing prior to that 
date in the Sun Chronicle as well as 
posted on trees and poles around the 
lake.  This annual weed control treatment is done with the hopes of keeping invasive plants 
at bay.   Once established, it is both expensive and difficult to control these weeds.  Many of 
these invasive species displace plants and animals of the area, resulting in a loss of 
biodiversity.  

YOU CAN HELP!  By removing any plant species from your boat, trailer or gear before 
leaving or entering a body of water.  To see what these weeds look like, see the Guide to 
Selected, Invasive Non-Native Aquatic Species in Massachusetts.  

 

4

Summer 2021                                   www.NeponsetReservoir.com

https://www.mass.gov/doc/please-delete-dcr-10/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/please-delete-dcr-10/download


              
GOING FORWARD, The Neponset Reservoir Review will incorporate a corner of this 
Newsletter to Boat Safety.  It’s through education and understanding that boating will be 
made safer and more enjoyable for all users of the lake. 

The NRRC’s meeting with Lt. Gray highlighted some rules all boaters and PWC’s can use to 
protect our shorelines, resident docks and boats, and swimmers and skiers. 

BOAT MASSACHUSETTS, put out by the MA Environmental Police, and spoken about in 
the opening article of this Newsletter, is the guidebook to Boating Laws and Responsibilities.  
Below, are just a few of the rules pulled from this booklet. 

PADDLESPORTS 
1. When using a stand-up paddle board (SUP) beyond the limits of swimming, bathing, 

or surfing areas, users are required by law to have a Type I, II, or III personal flotation 
device (PFD) aboard.  

2. All persons on board a canoe or kayak, from Sept 15-May 15 must wear a USCG-
approved Type I, II, or III PFD at all times (not just have it on board). 

 
PWC’S   

1. Persons under 16 years of age may not operate a PWC on Massachusetts waters 
under any circumstances.  

2. Persons 16 or 17 years of age may operate a PWC on Massachusetts waters ONLY 
IF they have passed a state-approved boating education course. 

3. All riders on board a PWC must wear a personal flotation device (PFD). 

POWER BOATS  The following are Massachusetts requirements and will not be found in federal law. 
1.  All vessels propelled by a motor of any kind must have an anchor, and sufficient line 

(rope) to anchor in the vessel’s normal operating area, and a manual bailer.  (PWC’s) 
are exempt from these requirements).  

2. All vessels less than 16 feet in length and propelled by a motor of any kind must carry 
a paddle or oar on board. (PWC’s are exempt from this requirement). 
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SPOTLIGHT ON…  
The Mute Swan (Cygnus Olor)  The Mute Swan is highly recognizable from its orange 
beak, unlike the Trumpet Swan which has a black beak. While naturalized residents of the 
northeast, the Mute Swan has established a breeding population with increasing numbers 
primarily along the southeastern coast of Massachusetts. Usually beginning in April, a pair of 
Mute Swans choose a site at a coastal pond or tidal creek, where they build a large nest of 
vegetation lined with feathers. They are highly territorial at this time and will defend their 
nest areas from other swans, geese, ducks, dogs, and even humans, biting and delivering 
blows with their wings. Their egg dates are usually from April through the third week of May 
and the usual clutch size is four to six grayish eggs, which the female will incubate while the 
male remains on guard nearby. Hatching usually takes place within five to six weeks.  

In areas with high numbers of mute 
swans, attacks on people and pets 
have become more frequent.  Much of 
this being caused by people feeding 
the swans.  Birds that are fed by 
people may become aggressive in 
seeking food. Most of the aggressive 
behavior involves displaying dominant 
postures and making hissing noises, 
without making physical contact (called 
bluffing). However, mute swans are 
capable of inflicting bruises, sprains 
and bone fractures and even death. 

People often cannot use and enjoy 
their own property because of 

aggressive swans or the accumulation 
of swan feces. Costs associated with mute swan nuisance problems include labor and 
disinfectants to clean and sanitize areas, loss of property use and resale value, loss of 
aesthetic value of aquatic vegetation in areas where mute swans nest, loss of customers or 
visitors fearful of swimming in waters with swan feces or of being attacked by aggressive 
swans and implementation of wildlife management methods. 

While these waterfowl are beautiful to look at, they are becoming more aggressive on 
Neponset Reservoir.  It is strongly suggested that people NOT feed the swans.  

                      Thanks to MassAudubon and the USDA for this information.    
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https://www.massaudubon.org/our-conservation-work/wildlife-research-conservation/statewide-bird-monitoring/breeding-bird-atlases/bba1/find-a-bird/(id)/44
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife_damage/reports/Wildlife%20Damage%20Management%20Technical%20Series/Mute-Swans-WDM-Technical-Series.pdf
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Thank You for reading The Reservoir Review’s online newsletter.    
Please share this publication by forwarding to friends and neighbors  

and suggest they sign up for the quarterly publication by going to 
 our website at www.neponsetreservoir.com and click on the SIGN UP tab.
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