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The Reservoir Review
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THE EDWARDS ROAD BOAT LAUNCH…
AFTER A FEW YEARS of discussing, planning and designing, the Edwards Road Boat
Launch is a reality! If you’ve been over to Edwards Road lately, then you’ve seen the
parking area, often filled with cars and overflowing onto the street, as well as the ramp
leading down to the lake.

Catering to hand-carry boats such as canoes and kayaks, the site serves to open up another
entry area, besides Kersey Point, where boaters can launch their craft onto the lake. Using
the crushed stone ramp, one can back their vehicle down to the lake, unload their boat and
drop it into the water. Additionally, it’s not unusual to see young and old fishing along the
lakefront from this area.
(cont)
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The new ramp was a joint venture between the town and the NRRC, Inc., a private group
established to manage settlement funding aimed at helping cleanse the reservoir of
phosphate contamination. The installation was completed late last fall.
Though it was years in the making, through the efforts of both groups, the goal was
ultimately accomplished, which was to bring more opportunity for the public to have access
to the lake, while ensuring considerations such as stormwater management were worked
into the plan and design.

Please be aware that the site is a Carry in/Carry out and therefore, you must bring trash
bags with you when using the location.
Although the lot provides parking for eight cars, it’s not unusual for spaces to be filled early
on weekends as well as weekdays during this time when many are out of work.
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RESERVOIR READINGS
ON ANY GIVEN DAY, a member of the NRRC may take reservoir readings of the lake by
drawing water samples. Measuring the lake’s physical, chemical and biological properties is
essential to determine the lake’s condition as well as make informed decisions on lake
management.
The Dissolved Oxygen (DO) number is a measure of how much oxygen is dissolved in the
water. It is this oxygen that fish and other aquatic animals use to breathe. A healthy DO
number, measured in parts per million (PPM), is 5-10.
The pH of water is a measurement of the acidity or alkalinity of the water in terms of a
number and expressed as pH=hydrogen ion concentration. If the pH of the water is too high
or too low, the aquatic organisms living within it could die. Additionally, an adverse pH can
affect the solubility and toxicity of chemicals and heavy metals in the water. For these
reasons, it’s important to stay on top of the readings. The E.P.A., the College of
Environmental Life Sciences and others organizations, identify a healthy pH as
anywhere between 6-9.
Below, is a chart and accompanying photo of the reservoir with readings that were taken on
July 10, 2020. The lake is identified by 10 letters, A-J, with surface and depth readings
being done in each of these sections.
The numbers illustrate that, currently, the pH reading is healthy based on industry standards.
The readings do not present a threat to aquatic organisms or plant and animal life.
The DO numbers are within the range of healthy in most areas where measured. While they
are low on the surface in Sections A, B, C and D, the good news is that the low levels are
localized and the fish can move to where the levels are good.
The NRRC continues to test the water quality on a regular basis.

(cont)
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NEPONSET RESERVOIR READINGS - JULY 10, 2020
LOCATION

D.O. PPM

pH READING

A - surface
A - 3 ft

5.55
1.30

8.0
7.5

B - surface
B - 3 ft

7.53
2.66

7.5
7.25

C - surface
C - 3 ft

7.80
3.33

7.25
7.25

D - surface
D - 3 ft

7.90
4.46

7.0
7.0

E - surface
E - 3 ft

7.82
7.43

7.25
7.0

F - surface
F - 3 ft

7.50
7.13

7.75
7.0

G - surface
G - 3ft

8.00
7.53

7.25
7.0

H - surface
H - 3 ft

7.92
7.86

7.25
7.0

I - surface
I - 3 ft

7.60
7.42

6.75
7.0

J - surface
J - 3 ft

7.18
6.97

7.0
7.0

(cont)
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WEED TREATMENT COMPLETED
ON MAY 28, this year’s annual weed treatment was performed. Earlier in the month a
weed survey showed an increase in two invasive plant species in parts of the reservoir.
These invasive plants were targeted in the treatment program that covered over 100 acres
of the reservoir.
SOLitude Lake Management, the company who has been treating the lake each year, works
closely with Rick Lewis, Hydrogeologist, and member of the NRRC, toward the goal of
managing the weeds and algae as well as identifying if any further efforts are needed to
better suppress a particular species. In all cases, treatments are done with a sensitivity to
aquatic life as well as lake recreation.
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NAME THAT COVE, ISLAND, POND, BROOK…
FOR ALL who have silently wondered or asked the question, “What’s the name of that
island?” Or, “Does the cove over by Ridge Rd have a name?”
Well, wonder no more. Below is a map showing the coves, islands and other points of
interest on the Neponset Reservoir.
So, next time you’re wondering where the best fishing is on the lake and someone tells you,
“It’s over by Blueberry Island”…you’ll know just where to go!
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SPOTLIGHT ON…
Drone Pictures of Edwards Rd Boat Launch
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Candid shots of some aquatic neighbors…Muskrat and Swans

See You On The Water…
Thank You for reading The Reservoir Review’s first online newsletter.
Please share this publication by forwarding to friends and neighbors
and suggest they sign up for the quarterly publication by going to
our website at www.neponsetreservoir.com and click on the SIGN UP tab.
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